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1.0: INTRODUCTION
AND PLANNING
POLICY CONTEXT

1.1 National Policy - The Purpose of
Architectural Conservation Areas
(ACA’s)

1.1.1 Architectural Conservation Areas
(ACA’s) were introduced under the
Planning and Development Act 2000.

1.1.2 Architectural Conservation Areas
are diverse in size and character but in
general, it is the area character and
special interest that is of importance
and not the individual buildings. The
designation gives the planning authority
greater control over demolition, new
development, works of alteration and
advertisements. However, it also
brings certain responsibilities; the
planning authority must pay special
attention to the character and special
interest of ACA’s in exercising its
planning powers.

1.1.3 It is not just the planning authority
however, that has the role of protecting
and enhancing ACA’s. The principal
guardians are the residents and
business people who live and work in
the ACA and who are responsible for
maintaining the individual properties.
The designation raises awareness of
an area’s special attributes and can
foster pride in the locality. Planning
guidance stresses that our built and
natural heritage should be valued and
protected as a central part of our
cultural heritage and that responsibility
for environmental stewardship s
shared by everyone.

1.1.4 New development and change
can take place in ACA’s but the
designation should ensure that such
proposals enhance the special

character or the appearance of the
area.

1.2 Local Policy - Purpose of the
ACA Appraisal

1.2.1 The North Great George’s Street
and Environ’s Architectural
Conservation Area Report is prepared
in accordance with the Dublin City

Development Plan 2016-2022,
subsection 11.1.4, which sets out 10
priority areas for ACA’s.

1.2.2 This ACA, therefore, forms part of
the City Development Plan and will
provide additional guidance to parties
with regard to the interpretation and
application of conservation area policy.

1.2.3 This ACA report seeks to define
the key elements that contribute to the
special historic and architectural
character of the North Great George’s
Street and Environ's ACA. The
character of the area is influenced by a
range of issues including the layout of
the buildings; their use; the materials,
colours and textures employed and the
relationship between the built form and
the landscape elements.

1.2.4 In addition, the character
appraisal records some of the features
that detract from the special character
and interest of the ACA.

1.2.5 The careful management of new
development and the monitoring of
change within the City’s Architectural
Conservation Areas is crucial to
ensuring the future preservation and
enhancement of the city’s historic built
environment. The character appraisal
report, therefore, forms an essential
tool to inform design proposals; the
preparation of enhancement proposals,
and also the making of planning
decisions within the area.
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1.3 Character Appraisal & Planning
Issues

1.3.1 After a century of neglect and
decline, the last quarter century has
witnessed a dramatic transformation for
the historic core, including North Great
George’s Street and the adjoining area,
to both the physical and land use
character. This area has seen
significant redevelopment and the
emergence of a vibrant residential and
mixed-use inner city area.

1.3.2 The challenge for the ACA
appraisal and policy framework will be
to plot a course for the next quarter
century and beyond. New challenges
arise such as ensuring the successful
integration of new development with the
old.

1.3.3 The Architectural Conservation
Area designation will form part of the
City Council Development Plan policy
and management framework to ensure
that the special historic character of the
area is protected and enhanced. A
successful ACA will contribute to
National and City Plan objectives to
create a more compact, vibrant city and
reduce our carbon footprint.
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2.0: LOCATION AND
SETTING

2.1 The North Great Gorges Street and
Environs Architectural Conservation
Area (ACA) is located in the historic
inner central core of the city, in the
Rotunda A ward, on the north side of
the City. It is located approximately 0.5
km to the north and east of O’Connell
Street and Abbey Street, to the east of
Parnell Square, to the west of Mountjoy
Square and Gardiner Street and to the
south of Temple Street. It is a vibrant
and historic part of the city centre, in an
area comprised of a strong mix of

residential and commercial inner city
uses.

2.2 The boundaries of the North Great
George’s Street and Environs ACA, are
largely irregular and are shown on
Figure 1.

2.3 There are 2 no. existing
Architectural  Conservation  Areas
adjoining the boundaries of the ACA,
the O’Connell Street ACA to the south
and west and the Mountjoy Square
ACA to the north and east, indicating
the wider historic interest of this inner
city area.
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3.0 ORIGINS,
ARCHAEOLOGY &
HISTORIC
DEVELOPMENT:

3.1 Origins of Settlement

3.1.1 The ACA, is within the zone of
archaeological potential for Recorded
Monument DU018-020 Dublin City, and
is located within the Zone of
Archaeological Interest in the Dublin
City Development Plan 2016-22. The
Record of Monuments & Places
indicates a burial ground on the site of
North Great Georges Street and thus,
the area is of archaeological potential.

3.1.2 By the end of the 17" Century, the
area around Smithfield and Church
Street was well developed and the
gradual eastward expansion of the City
as far as Jervis Street, Wolfe Tone
Street and Bachelor's Walk had
progressed. De Gomme’s map of 1673
shows blocks and streets. Abbey lands
include ‘Abby Green and Abby Parkes’
and these are the lands on which North
Great Georges Street was later
developed.

Figure 2 - Bernard De Gomme’s map
1673

Figure 3 — Charles Brooking’s map
1728

3.2 18th & 19th Centuries

3.2.1 The physical development north
of the river shifted gradually eastwards
during the 18™ Century and there was a
rapid phase of development in the area.
The Wide Street Commissioners were
established by an Act of Parliament in
1759 and governed on standards
regarding the layout of streets, bridges
and other considerations. By the mid-
18" Century, they were undertaking
significant works which would include
the extension of Sackville Street to the
River Liffey.

3.2.2 During this period, the Gardiner
family became significant landowners
north of the Liffey, establishing the
Gardiner estate. There were extensive
developments on the lands of the
Gardiner estate, with the establishment
of important new streets and squares.

3.2.3 The North Great Georges Street
area formed part of the estate of Sir
John Eccles who was Lord Mayor in
1710 and owned one of the earliest
structures in the area which was a
substantial mansion. This structure is
shown on Rocque’s map of 1756.
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Figure 4 — John Rocque’s map 1756
prior to the formation of Great
George’s Street North, showing the
Mount Eccles estate with tree-lined
approach from Summer Hill

3.2.4 The process of developing North
Great Georges Street, which would link
Great Britain Street, now Parnell Street
and Gardiner's Row, was initiated in
1766. The development of the adjoining
Gardiner estate and in particular
Gardiner Row to the north circa 1765,
would have greatly enabled the
development of this area.

3.2.5 The tree-lined avenue to Mount
Eccles House from the south defined
the geometry and layout of the new
North Great Georges Street, with long
narrow plots extended to a stable lane
to the west and to Temple Street, now
Hill Street, along the east side. The first
building lots for North Great George’s
Street were advertised in 1767 and the
first to be leased, the following year,
were at the north end of the street on
sites presently occupied by no’s 1-12,
no’'s 47-51. As was standard of the
period, lots were often leased
speculatively and thus construction of
the dwellings was not uniform or
immediate and in some cases not
commencing until the mid-1780’s.

Figure 5 - Belvedere House, circa
1990-1939 - Eason Collection NLI.

3.2.6 The construction process was
undertaken often by small-scale
builders. The majority of the houses
were constructed in the 1770’s and
1780’s and the house construction
along North Great Georges Street was
completed by c. 1800 (Lucey, 2008).

Figure 6 — Ordnance Survey map
1847

3.2.7 Belvedere House, designed for
George Augustus Rochford, the second
Earl of Belvedere, was completed in
1786 and terminated the vista to the
north end of North Great George’s
Street. The interior was decorated by
the stuccodore, Michael Stapleton.

3.2.8 The 1847 Ordnance Survey map
provides a detailed record of the
building footprints, plots, boundaries
and steps. Mount Eccles House does
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not appear on this map. Two narrower
buildings noted as ‘Loreto Schools’ are
shown on the site of the house.

3.2.9 The 19™ Century north inner city
was popular with the professional class,
however, this was not to last. After the
passing of the Act of Union in 1801, the
aristocracy moved to London and the
legal and medical professions moved
towards the south-side, making way for
emerging professions, merchants and
traders. Small businesses later moved
into the lower floors and mews buildings
in the area.

3.3 20th Century Period to Present
Neglect & Decline

3.3.1 For a number of reasons including
the city’s growth in the eastward and
the declining political function, by the
late 19t Century the area had fallen into
decline and poverty, with foul drainage,
rundown buildings, filth and poverty
pervading. Accordingly, the wealthier
occupiers and the merchant and trading
class moved out and were often
replaced by tenement families.
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Figure 7 — Ordnance Survey map
1847 (excerpt showing North Great
George’s Street, numbered houses)

3.3.2 By the mid-20" Century, the
poverty and dereliction of the previous
century had resulted in little investment
in the physical fabric and the area
generally declined. A policy in favour of
demolition rather than repair and
conservation had also emerged,
resulting in the loss of large parts of the
historic city and replacement with a new
modern form of development, which
often had little regard to historic forms.
The North Great George’s Street area
however, with a few exceptions, was
largely fortunate to avoid insensitive
development.
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NONTH GMEAT GEORGES STWEET, DUNLIN

Figure 8 - North Great George’s
Street, postcard, circa 1900

3.3.3 One major loss along the Street
was the structures on the site of Mount
Eccles House which were demolished.
The two storey, brick Loreto Convent
designed by TJ Cullen, was constructed
on the site in 1920. The convent is
listed as no’s 44-45, the steps were
removed from no. 45 and it was merged
with no. 46.

3.3.4 By the mid-1980’s, much of the
historic core, including the north inner
city, was in a rundown state. The result
was that the area became stagnant with
very little commercial activity.

Figure 9 - View of structures no’s 32-
34 North Great George’s Street circa
1983

3.3.5 There were also a number of
major developments in this period
including the removal of the lower part
of the eastern side of North Great
George’s Street. All buildings at no’s
29-34 were removed in the early 1980’s
due to concerns regarding their
dangerous condition. They were latterly
replaced by structures designed in the
form of faithful replica. The structures
opposite at no’s 22-25 were also
similarly replaced later in the century.

Process of Renewal

3.3.6 The late 20" Century period
witnessed the inner city undergo a
dramatic process of renewal stimulated
by a number of factors including
generous government tax incentives
and the creation of a variety of cultural
attractions. These were supported by
planning and architectural
interventions. The City Council (known
at the time as Dublin Corporation)
prepared an Integrated Plan for the
adjoining North East Inner City area.
The 1991 Dublin City Development
Plan also included detailed lists of
structures to be protected, interiors to
be preserved and granite paved flags,
kerbs and coal hole covers to be
retained or restored in the area.

3.3.7 There were also other events at
the time such as Dublin’s Millennium
celebration in 1988 and the European
City of Culture designation 1991, which
supported and complemented the
process of renewal and regeneration.
From 1991-96, fuelled by
unprecedented economic prosperity, a
renewed inner-city quarter began to
emerge from the dilapidated 18™ and
19™ Century Streets.
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Outcome of Renewal Process:
Conclusion & Challenge for ACA
Planning Policy

3.3.8 By the end of the 1990’s the long
period of decline in the city centre was
coming to an end and the physical,
social, economic and cultural renewal
of the central area was well underway.

3.3.9 The renewal process brought
about the physical restoration of the
area, resulting in the redevelopment of
many derelict sites and
refurbishment/renovation of buildings
(public and private). New apartment
schemes have been constructed

bringing a greater residential population
to the area. However, in some
instances historic fabric has been lost
and some of the new buildings have
failed to respect the historic character.

3.3.10 The challenge going forward will
be to set out a policy framework that will
plan and manage the post renewal
period in manner whereby the social
and economic regeneration continues
in @ manner that retains a vibrant inner
city area but also that protects and
enhances the special physical historic
character of the area.
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4.0 CHARACTER
APPRAISAL - URBAN
FORM & STRUCTURE

4.1 Introduction

4.1.1 This section describes the streets
and spaces of the Architectural
Conservation Area (ACA), including:
the street pattern; the nodal points; the
hierarchy of spaces, how they are used
and the interrelationship between them;
the layout of the property boundaries;
and the relationship of buildings to each
other.

4.1.2 The historic street layout and the
relationship of built form to open space
define the overall structure of an area.
Within this structure, the urban grain
including the plot size and the building
line are important in establishing the
pattern and density of development.
This is a significant factor in guiding the
scale and form of development.

4.2 Urban Form & Structure

4.2.1 The North Great George’s Street
& Environs Architectural Conservation
Area is located on the north side of the
River Liffey. The topography of the
area is an important feature. Within the
ACA, the contours rise steeply from
Parnell Street to the south, to Denmark
Street Great and Gardiner Place to the
north, thus contributing to a varied
urban form with areas of distinct
character, despite an overall
consistency in scale within the area. A
notable feature of the special character
of the ACA, are the 18" Century
terraces stepping down along North
Great George’s Street, following the
physical contours of the area.

4.2.2 A hierarchy of different scales of
streets and spaces are evident across
the ACA, with clear differences

between the wider primary arterial
routes which define and bound the area
to the north and south and the central
narrower intersecting streets and
connecting lanes. See Map 1 -
Hierarchy of Streets and Spaces
Appendix 2

4.2.3 The form and structure of the ACA
Is characterised by two linear, parallel,
historic north/ south routes which are
terminated by two historic east/ west
routes, in a grid pattern form. The
north/ south streets are North Great
George’'s Street and Hill Street
(including also part of Temple Street)
which connect with the east/ west
routes, Denmark Street Great and the
western part of Gardiner Place and
Parnell Street.

4.2.4 These important north/south and
east/west routes are connected by the
narrower, shorter laneways of the area
which include:

e Rutland Place extending south
from Denmark Street Great and
running parallel to the rear of the
west side of North Great Georges
Street and returning west to exit on
Cavendish Row/ Parnell Square.

e Bath Lane extending east from Hill
Street and connecting with
Grenville Lane, returning north and
exiting onto Gardiner Place.

e Nerney's Court, a  narrow
passageway, leading north from
Gardiner Place and returning west
to exit onto Temple Street.

4.3 Historic Structure

4.3.1 This inner city area is the outcome
of an expanding city that out grew the
medieval city walls and spread
eastwards in the late 17th and 18th
Century.
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4.3.2 The geometry and layout of North
Great Georges Street was defined by
the tree-lined avenue to Mount Eccles
House from the south. The Street was
completed by circa 1800, with a uniform
terraced facade, broken only by the set
back of the Mount Eccles mansion on
the east side of the street.

4.3.3 By the early to mid-eighteenth
Century the area was completely
developed with a network of north/
south streets and more minor routes,
connecting the area to the city centre.
The most important being Denmark
Street Great, North Great Georges
Street and Parnell Street to the south.

4.3.4 These principal routes were
served by a series of laneways, which
provide access to the historic mews to
the rear of the principal structures on
North Great George’s Street west,
Parnell Square east and Gardiner
Place. Thus, from the mid-late 18th
Century period, the land was
progressively developed with tightly
packed terraces of spacious, mainly
residential, streets and laneways.

4.4 Block Structure

4.4.1 The ACA core structure is strongly
characterised by two narrow, linear,
rectangular blocks, approximately 400-
500 metres in length and 50-60 metres
in depth. These are set between
Rutland Place to the west and Hill
Street to the east, centred on North
Great Georges Street and terminated to
the north and south by the east/ west
thoroughfares of Denmark Street Great
and Parnell Street.

4.4.2 In addition, there are two small
square blocks set fronting - north and
south of Gardiner Place and an
irregular shaped block sited on the
north side of Denmark Street Great.
The street pattern that was laid out over

250 vyears ago survives virtually
unchanged, with no  significant
interventions in the urban structure.
The grid of narrow and square blocks
creates a generally permeable and
legible structure within the ACA.

4.5 Street Form & Layout

4.5.1 The edges of the blocks along
North Great Georges Street, Denmark
Street Great (north-side) and Gardiner
Place are lined mainly with long uniform
terraces of predominantly four storey
over basement structures set to the rear
of the pavement. Parnell Street, Hill
Street and Denmark Street Great
(south-side) are also lined with uniform
terraces and structures of one to four
storeys in height at the perimeter, all
creating a generally consistent building
line. The streets are relatively spacious,
ranging approximately 10-20 metres in
width (with carriageway and flanking
pavements). The ACA has a relatively
strong sense of urban enclosure
provided by this historic structure and
streetscape.

4.5.2 This sense of enclosure is lost
somewhat along Parnell Street, where
the building height has been reduced,
in certain sections to single storey. A
number of the structures along Hill
Street, west-side, have been increased
in height by the addition of an extension
at roof level, although this does not
further emphasis the sense of
enclosure, mainly due to the
inconsistent building line on the east
side of this street.

453 The considerably narrower
laneways are addressed by structures
of varying scale and heights, from small
scale historic single storey structures,
to four and five storey modern rear
extensions.  This lack of uniform
frontage can create a strong sense of
enclosure i.e. at the north end of
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Rutland Place to a complete lack of
enclosure such as along Bath Lane,
where the streetscape is strongly
degraded.

4.5.4 Internally, the blocks have been
sub-divided in the traditional manner of
narrow, linear plots, which creates a
fine grain and a dense form of
development. The structures are
largely uniform, present a sense of
regularity and create a vertical rhythm
to the streetscape. This is a significant
and defining characteristic of North
Great Georges Street, Gardiner Place
and sections of Parnell Street, in
particular.
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Figure 10 — Uniform North Great
George’s Street townscape broken
by the reduced scale of no. 44

4.5.5 The east and west sides of the
blocks along Hill Street have been
redeveloped. The larger blocks do not
conform to the narrow plot width and
accordingly, the street frontage has a
poorer sense of vertical rhythm. Due to
the variety in scale and form, there is
little sense of regularity or vertical
rhythm to laneways. A broader building
plot is also notable on Denmark Street
Great.

4.5.6 The block terraces have largely
uniform building lines although there
are important examples of staggered
building lines and set-backs at certain
points, most notably along Parnell
Street and Hill Street, where the front
threshold of the structure extends
forward into the public street respecting
the historic building line.

Figure 11 — No. 139 Parnell Street —
staggered building line creating
variety and interest in the historic
street frontage

4.5.7 The urban streetscape is largely
characterised by public streets and
spaces that have strong active
frontages and natural surveillance. This
is most notable along Parnell Street.
The laneways do not have strong active
frontage and thus often lack natural
surveillance.
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Figure 12 — Rutland Place - historic
mews lane at the rear of North Great
Georges Street west-side

4.5.8 The historic form and structure of
ACA has been eroded to some extent
along Hill Street where, through
piecemeal 20" and 21st Century
redevelopment, the narrow plot has
been amalgamated, introducing larger
scale blocks, with larger floor plans thus
resulting in a failure to enhance the fine
grain, the vertical rhythm or the vitality
of the streetscape. The street is
characterised largely by a one sided
terrace on the west side and shorter
blocks on the east side, which also
include the historic St. George’s Tower.
The street lacks uniform frontage and
has poor natural surveillance. There is
a lack of pedestrian activity and
vibrancy along the street.

Figure 13 - Gated vehicular
accesses creating a lack of vibrancy
at ground frontage Hill Street

Figure 14 — Children’s play area — St
Georges Tower Hill Street

4.6 Public Open
Landscaping

Spaces &

4.6.1 A notable feature of the ACA are
the few areas of public open space, soft
landscaping and planting. However,
there are important public open spaces
adjoining immediately to the east and
west at Mountjoy Square and Parnell
Square respectively. Within the ACA,
there is an important children’s play
area at St. George's Tower on Hill
Street. The soft landscaping of the area
is characterised by a number of urban
street trees, along the south end of
North Great Georges Street and six
mature trees within the curtilage of St
Georges Tower. The relative lack of
tree cover in the ACA, means these
features make a special contribution to
the special character of the area.
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Figure 15 - Urban trees - St.
Georges Tower, Hill Street

4.7 Hierarchy, Movement & Uses

4.7.1 As noted above, the Architectural
Conservation Area has defined three
categories of routes or spaces.

4.7.2 Parnell Street as the primary route
in the area, is an important
thoroughfare that defines the area. This
primary route is heavily trafficked. It is
in places up to 18 metres in width.

4.7.3 The secondary routes - North
Great George’s Street, Hill Street and
part of Temple Street, form the main
circulation routes through the area.
These routes are principally residential,
with  a mix of commercial and
institutional uses. These streets
generally have two way vehicular flows,
on street parking, and have typical
widths between 10-19 metres. Hill
Street is 15m wide at the Gardner Place
junction and narrows down to 9m at the
Parnell Street junction.

4.7.4 The tertiary routes are mainly the
lanes sited at the rear of the main

frontages of the blocks onto the primary
and secondary routes. They have
typical widths of 4/5 metres.

4.7.5 Despite the busy nature of this
inner city area, there are no major or
principal nodal points for either
pedestrian or vehicular movements
within the ACA. However, a key node in
the ACA is the crossing with Denmark
Street Great, Gardiner Place, Temple
Street and Hill Street.

4.7.6 The area renewal process has
resulted in the removal of much of the
vehicular traffic from North Great
Georges Street with the narrowing of
the carriageway at the southern
junction with Parnell Street restricting
access at this point. Parnell Street
remains a heavily trafficked main east/
west route across the central area,
despite initiatives by the City Council to
reduce space available to private
vehicles and to prioritise public
transport and cycling. The pedestrian
environment remains unattractive and
hazardous at certain points such as
crossing points or narrow pavements
principally along Parnell Street. There is
a considerable amount of vehicular on-
street pay parking throughout the ACA,
and a large off street car parking facility
serving Belvedere College off Temple
Street.

4.7.7 There are two cycle lanes in the
ACA, both on Parnell Street. There are
bicycle parking  facilities  sited
throughout the area mainly on public
pavements i.e. Parnell Street, Gardiner
Place and a Dublin Bike bay on
Denmark Street Great. Parnell Street
also serves major bus routes to and
from the city centre and accordingly
there are bus stops, east and west
bound, sited along Parnell Street.
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Figure 16 - Bicycle Parking -
Gardiner Place
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5.0 CHARACTER
APPRAISAL &
LANDUSE

5.1 Overview & Appraisal

5.1.1 Land uses contribute significantly
to the character of the Architectural
Conservation Area. These not only
have a direct influence on the building
typology or make-up of an area but also
on the nature, atmosphere, function
and use of the public spaces and
streets. Map 2, Appendix 2 indicates
the land use mix in the area.

5.1.2 North Great Georges Street &
Environs is a compact urban area
developed primarily in the later 18"
Century with periods of rebuilding
during the 19" and the late 20" and
early 21t centuries, providing for a
great variety in land uses. The historic
use character of the North Great
Georges Street area has varied
considerably over the centuries from
principally residential use in the form of
merchant and settler's mansions, to a
more mixed use residential,
commercial and institutional character,
centred on North Great Georges Street.
New land use forms such as cultural
and commercial recreational uses have
moved into the area, bringing a
renewed vitality and vibrancy.

5.1.3 The principal land uses
accommodated in the area can be
classified broadly under the categories
of residential, cultural, commercial
recreational, retail, educational and
institutional uses. The historic mixed-
use character of a strong resident
population component with adjoining
commercial use, largely remains at
present and contributes greatly to the
intrinsic richness of the land use and
physical character of the area. The
nature of the commercial uses varies in

type, with retail and commercial office
use at ground level and residential use
mainly at upper floor level on the
commercial streets. Many of the
buildings provide small and versatile
accommodation, often with one building
occupied by a number of small
businesses. This mix and variety of
small-scale uses makes an important
contribution to the character of the area.

5.2 Residential Character Appraisal

5.2.1 Residential use is a prominent
feature of the area’s historic mixed land
use character and that physical form
remains in the 18" Century terraced
townhouses.

5.2.2 The area’s 20" Century renewal
resulted in the provision of several large
infill residential developments,
including the City Council units at
Grenville Street/ Hill Street and more
recent residential schemes along the
west side of Hill Street.

5.2.3 Despite the strong growth of
commercial and recreational uses, the
area retains a strong and predominant
residential character of mixed tenure.
According to census data, the
population for the ACA is an estimated
2,000-2,500 persons. The census
indicates that 79% are usually resident.
This figure is considerably less than the
City average of 96% and visitor
numbers in the area are approximately
20%. This an important inner city
community, with much of the area
zoned objective Z1 to protect, provide
and improve residential amenities in the
City Development Plan.
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Figure 17 - 20th Century City Council
residential development, Hill Street

5.2.4 Itis noted that the CSO figures for
the area indicated an increase in
population from the 2011 Census in
excess of 20%, a trend that significantly
exceeds the 5% increase for the City-
wide population over this period. The
Census returns also indicated an
increase in the number of families and
the number of single person
households in the area, in the range of
5-7%.

5.2.5 In terms of the residential stock,
apartments are well distributed
throughout the area and sited mainly at
upper floor level. The census returns
indicated a substantial increase in the
number of apartments in the area over
the last census period. The original
residential form of the townhouse is no
longer predominant but does remain an
important housing type in the area.

Figure 18 - No. 43-48 Hill Street -
residential usein an area with strong
commercial function

5.2.6 The low levels of vacancy
indicates strong competition for floor-
space within North Great George’s
Street & Environs ACA. There is
demand from other uses and functions.
However, it is clear that there is a strong
growing population in the area and
consequently a strong demand for
residential accommodation, including
requirements for both family and single
person households.  This growing
residential community is sustained and
fostered with important local public
services, i.e. health facilities, schools,
Garda, Post Office, all of which are
sited within or in close proximity to the
area. The area has, therefore, retained
the historic residential character and
this community is growing. The
protection and enhancement of the
residential character of the area is a key
planning objective of the ACA.
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Figure 19 - No's 4-14 Denmark
Street Great — Belvedere College

5.3 Educational and Institutional
Character Appraisal

5.3.1 There is a strong tradition of
religious and educational institutional
use locating in the area, dating back to
the 19" Century. The most significant
institutional use within the ACA is
Belvedere College SJ, a religious and
educational institution on Denmark
Street Great since 1841. The structures
to the east of Belvedere House, no’s 7-
14 Denmark Street Great were
demolished from the mid-20™" Century
onwards to facilitate the expansion of
the school. In more recent times,
important state institutional uses such
as the HSE facility has occupied no. 44
North Great George’'s Street. These
remain important structures and uses
within the ACA.

5.4 Cultural & Commercial
Recreational Character Appraisal

5.4.1 Recreational uses can be
classified under two main categories,
cultural uses such as cinema, galleries,
theatres and commercial uses such as

restaurant, hotel, hostel, night-club etc.
They contribute to the mixed-use
character of the area.

5.4.2 The City’s historic core is
recognised as a focus for entertainment
and leisure uses. These perform an
important function in sustaining the
vitality of the urban economy. The
wider area has a strong mix of uses that
include cultural, commercial and
recreational use.

543 The ACA has a limited yet
significant cultural character, with
strong literary references to James
Joyce & Ulysees. The James Joyce
Cultural Centre is located at no. 35
North Great George’s Street.

5.4.4 The recreational commercial
character is strong within the ACA.
There are a number of 19" and 20%
Century hotel conversions of the former
18" Century townhouses. Barry’s Hotel
on Great Denmark Street has been in
hotel use since circa 1888. The corner
building at no’s 1-3 North Great
George’'s Street has also been
converted to hotel use. These
structures have been amalgamated
and extended resulting in a large facility
in excess of 90 no. rooms. There are
also similar but smaller hotel
conversions on Gardiner Place.
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Figure 20 — Late 19th Century Hotel
conversion Barry’s Hotel, no’s 1-2
Denmark Street Great

5.4.5 The area, therefore, retains a
strong capacity for visitor
accommodation, with an estimated 500
visitor bed-spaces in the area. There is
ongoing demand for these uses in the
City. However, it is off concern that the
demand for visitor accommodation can
have the negative consequence of
reducing lands and sites that might be
purposeful for residential
accommodation. The conversion and
subsequent extension of historic
buildings to commercial recreational
use can also in some instances be
detrimental to the historic fabric of these
structures.

5.4.6 There is also a strong and
growing mainly commercial
recreational use along Parnell Street
based around the location of mainly
Asian restaurants. The importance of
these to the economic diversity of the

area are recognised. The traditional
mixed-use character of this retail street
should be protected.

5.4.7 Recreational commercial uses
require careful management in order to
create an attractive and vibrant area
that co-exists successfully  with
neighbouring residential uses. It is
important,  therefore, that any
expansion of recreational uses takes
place in a manner that is not seriously
detrimental to the  surrounding
residential character. Thus uses which
make a positive contribution to the
character, function and appearance of
the area and ensure its long-term
viability will be promoted.

5.5 Commercial Character Appraisal

5.5.1 The ACA has a strong commercial
use character, which is evident in the
remaining warehouse structures and
functioning commercial uses sited
throughout the area but notably on Hill
Street and the laneways, Nerney’s
Court, Rutland Place and Bath Lane.
The commercial structures at these
locations were mainly used as
commercial light industrial workshops
or stores by merchants and various
manufacturers. The structures are not
considered to be of special significance
but they reference the commercial
character of the area. This use
character is increasingly however,
being converted to residential use,
particularly along Hill Street. Nerney’s
Court is the exception in this regard,
remaining mainly in commercial office
use, whilst there is also a notable
commercial office use along North
Great George’s Street.

5.5.2 The importance of the historic
small-scale commercial uses
throughout the ACA to the special
character and economic diversity is
recognised and thus these uses should
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be protected, particularly where there is
no serious detrimental impact to the
surrounding residential character.

Figure 21 - No’s 40-42 Hill Street —
20th Century light industrial and
warehouse building character

5.6 Retail Character Appraisal

5.6.1 Shops make an important
contribution to the character of the
Architectural Conservation Area and to
its vitality and daytime economy.

5.6.2 Parnell Street is a Category 2
Street. Certain retail uses i.e.
bookmakers are considered on their
merits, whilst other non-retail uses i.e.
pubs, cafes are considered favourably.

5.6.3 There are limited pockets of retail
use to be found throughout the
Architectural Conservation Area, most
notably along Parnell Street. Parnell
Street remains, like a number of other
streets in the area, a busy and thriving
retail and commercial recreational

thoroughfare. This street is noted for its
small-scale independent shops.
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Figure 22 - Parnell Street — retail
frontage

5.6.4 The ACA also includes a more
limited and dispersed retail function
most notably along the south side of
Denmark Street Great. Retail uses and
other support services such as GP
surgeries, solicitors, post offices etc.
are essential to the creation of
sustainable communities.

5.7 Vacant Lands

5.7.1 Whilst there are some vacant
sites within the ACA, in general terms
they limited, indicating  strong
competition for floor space in the area.
Vacancy is most evident along Parnell
Street and Denmark Street Great and at
the rear lanes. Vacant sites represent
a loss of resource to the City and thus
is a negative feature to be addressed in
regard of the ACA character
enhancement.
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6.0 CHARACTER
APPRAISAL - TYPES &
PERIODS

6.1 Introduction & Overview

6.1.1 This section sets out the historic
and architectural qualities of the
buildings and the contribution they
make to the character and special
interest of the North Great George’s
Street and Environs ACA.

6.1.2 There are a great variety in
buildings from over the four centuries
throughout the ACA, with sections of
18" Century terraces to new 215t
Century infill structures. The ACA
retains a strong 18th Century building
core with terraces of former 18
Century townhouses. These structures
are located predominantly on North
Great George’s Street, Denmark Street
Great and Gardiner Place. Map 3,
Appendix 2, indicates building ages
throughout the ACA. Map 4 indicates
Buildings of Significance.

6.1.3 This variation in age and type is
thus reflected in the variety of
townscape and building features with
variations in scale, width and vertical
rhythm found throughout the ACA. The
design of many structures and terraces
is often unique so that particular
features seen on one group may not
appear on another.

Figure 23 — St. George’s Tower, Hill
Street

6.2 18th & early 19th Century
Streetscape & Building Character

6.2.1 One of the earliest remaining
structures in the ACA is that of St.
George’s Tower on Hill Street, built of
stone in gothic style. Founded in 1714
by Archbishop King and John Eccles
the church, which was to the east of the
tower, was demolished in 1894. Only
the church tower, graveyard and stone
wall and railings boundary remain. The
graveyard was converted to a
playground in more recent history, but
many of the tombstones remain upright
at the edges.

6.2.2 The 18" Century and early 19"
Century buildings contribute
significantly to the special historic
character of the ACA. The building
methodology of this period reflected the
vertical nature of an individual structure
within a horizontal framework of a
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terrace. The proportions of door and
window openings all emphasised the
vertical, as did those of the door panels
and the window-panes. The vertical
emphasis of the individual structures
was however, subordinate to the
horizontal lines of the long terrace. The
vertical lines were rarely continuous
from roof to ground whilst horizontal
cornices, parapet lines and roof lines
were often consistent along the length
of the terrace. A fine balance was,
therefore, created between the length
and the height of a terrace. This is a
key historic characteristic of the ACA
streetscape.

Figure 24 - Important late 18th
Century terraced streetscape North
Great Georges Street — east-side

6.2.3 The significance of vertical details
is increased when the building line
adjoins or is set close to the rear of the
pavement. Where the structure is
entered directly from the street or over
basement areas, the ground floor
elevation details are prominent to view.
Where a longer view of any group is
available, the importance of continuous
details is emphasised. This is
particularly the case along the highly
significant streetscape of North Great
George’s Street, Gardiner Place and
part of the north side of Denmark Street
Great, with the particularly distinctive
vertical rhythm. The cornices, parapets,
roof lines, chimneys and repeated
ornamentation are all seen in the
context of a group of buildings rather

than in isolation and are a significant
characteristic of the ACA.

Figure 25 - Late 18th Century
terraced buildings — no’s 7-8 North
Great George’s Street

6.2.4 North Great George’s Street, is
comprised of 48 townhouses, laid out in
three terraces, with two external corner
end houses at the Denmark Street
Great junction. In total, 37 of the
original houses survive and there are, 5
two bay, 41 three bay, 1 four bay and 1
seven bay, townhouses. On Gardiner
Place, there are a further 19 late 18%
Century structures surviving, no’s 1-10
(north-side) and no’s 27-35 (south-
side), comprising 12 three bay and 7
two bay townhouses. Accordingly,
these streets and Denmark Street
Great (north) retain a strong sense of
uniformity.

6.2.5 Virtually all of these 18" Century
structures, which were the homes of the
professional and merchant middle and
upper classes, survive intact today.
However, the block comprising no’s 29-
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34 North Great Georges Street were
demolished during the 1980’s due to
their dangerous condition. The block
section, no’s 22-25, was also rebuilt in
the late 20" Century. The rebuilding of
these structures was in accordance
with a policy of reconstruction,
designed as a replica of the original.
The internal layout however, sought to
accommodate multiple dwelling units.

6.2.6 Other fine examples of surviving
houses from this period are found on
Denmark Street Great. On the northern
side of the street 14 plots were laid out,
the most significant being no. 6, known
as Belvedere House. This structure is
larger in area and positioned
prominently to face south down North
Great Georges Street. No.’s 1-5 extend
west to continue the terrace with
Gardiner's Row and no’s 7-14 extend
eastward to the corner with Temple
Street.  Although much of Denmark
Street Great was rebuilt, altered or
amended during the 19" and 20t
centuries, the most complete 18"
Century block on the north side of the
Street adjoins Gardiners Row. No’s 1-
3 retain afine red brick facade rendered
with quoins, architraves and parapets.

6.2.7 The terraced character of
Denmark Street Great is broken with
the detached landmark structure
Belvedere House. Constructed in
1776, with symmetrical facade, cut
stone at ground floor level and red brick
to the upper floors and a highly
significant interior by the stuccodore
Michael Stapleton, it has been in
educational use since 1841. The
structures to the east, have been
demolished to facilitate the expansion
of the school.

Denmark Street Great — Belvedere
House

6.2.8 The predominant and consistent
building height of the original 18"
Century structures is 4 storeys over
basement. They are constructed on a
standard narrow, linear plot
approximately 9 metres in width by 55
metres, with mainly 2 and 3 bay
townhouses. They are relatively large-
scale residential buildings at
approximately 550-600 sg. m. over five
floors. Some of the structures have
been extended to the rear. The original
linear plots were sizeable and,
therefore, the mass and bulk of some
structures has been greatly increased
for example, no’s 1-3 North Great
George’s St. However, many buildings
retain the original scale and form with
modest rear extensions.

6.2.9 In terms of building materials,
the surviving structures from this phase
of the ACA’s development generally
consist of flat-fronted terraced houses
constructed principally of brick, red and
brown in colour, laid in Flemish bond
with a lime mortar. A number of these
structures, such as no’s 1-3 North Great
George’s Street have been rendered
and all basements are rendered or
stone finish. The structures are largely
intact without major alteration at ground
floor (such as incorporating a shopfront)
and with simple detail to the upper
floors.
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6.2.10 The window opes display a
vertical emphasis and are recessed,
timber sliding sashes, set under
splayed canted soldier course heads
and stone cills. These opes have
elegant proportions following the typical
18" Century hierarchy, diminishing in
height above first floor level, from 9-
over-6 sashes at ground and first, 6
over 6 at second floor and 3-over-3
sashes above. A number of properties
have cast iron balconies/ cages at
upper floor level with decorative iron-
work.

Figure 27: Nos 48 & 49 North Great
Georges Street — matching stone
door surrounds with the use of the
Tuscan order

6.2.11 The variety in the 18" Century
townscape is most clearly visible in the
range of detailing most particularly to
doors and doorcases. Whilst certain
original material has been replaced, in
the main, the structures are
approached by a granite stepped
entrance and platform. They typically
have tripartite entrance doors set within
arched openings, with timber panel
doors in a variety of designs and large
semi-circular fanlights and sidelights.
All structures have open basement
lightwells and are set back behind a
variety of cast iron railings and gates,
with a mix of metal and stone steps

leading to this level. Figure 28, is an
example of one of the grandest
doorcases and iron railings on the
street, complete with newel posts and
modern lamp standards. It has a large
concave archivolt decorated with
paterae, swags and confronted
sphinxes, a decorative panelled door in
a timber door surround, with intricately
detailed fanlight and side-lights, with
stone threshold and wrought iron lamp
standards and railings.

Figure 28 - Late 18th Century
Building - No. 38 North Great
Georges  Street  with  typical
fenestration pattern above
decorative timber door and surround
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6.2.12 Roof profiles are fundamental
to the character of any building or group
of buildings and as such, contribute to
the character and appearance of the
Architectural Conservation Area. The
roofs of these 18" Century structures
are pitched and set behind a stone
parapet cornice, a number of which
have been rebuilt over the years.
Alterations at roof level including
extensions, telecommunications
equipment and roof plant can have a
negative impact.

6.2.13 A number of the front elevations
also retain their cast iron rainwater
goods, with decorative hoppers.

6.2.14 The 18" Century townscape is
characterised by its regularity,
symmetry and repeated fine detail.
Some of the best concentrations of 18™
and early 19" Century townscape in the
City can be found in the ACA,
particularly along North Great George’s
Street and Gardiner Place.
Accordingly, many of these structures
are also included on the Record of
Protected Structures. Many of the
townhouses also display interesting
features including highly significant
details internally such as plasterwork
and panelling.
6.3 Lanes & Mews
Character

Building

6.3.1 Beyond the rear yards of the main
18" Century townhouses are the mews
or stable blocks, accessed by laneways
such as Rutland Place. Whilst the
townhouses were the principal building
type for the 18™" & 19" Century period,
the mews buildings associated with
these houses were also generally
significant. They were typically small
scale, mainly two storeys in height and
they relate to the plot width of the
principal building to which they are
associated.

Figure 29 — Mews structures Rutland
Place

Figure 30 - The mews lanes
streetscape Rutland Place

Figure 31 — Bath Lane - The mews
lanes degraded streetscape

6.3.2 There are a few examples of
mews type structures remaining in the
ACA. The majority of the mews
buildings have been substantially
redeveloped, often with structures of
greater height and scale. These more
modern structures often retain few of
the characteristics of the original mews
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buildings. These structures are
generally of mixed quality and

sensitivity. Some are considered to
make a negative contribution to the
ACA. The inconsistent and degraded
mews streetscape often contrasts
sharply with the uniformity and vertical
rhythm of the 18" Century terraces.

Figure 32 - New three storey
development onto Rutland Place to
rear of no’s 1-3 North Great Georges
Street
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Figure 33 - Four storey structure
onto mews lane Nerney’s Court

6.4 19th Century Period Building
Character

6.4.1 The mid to late 19" Century
period was a period of renewed
prosperity for the City and one which

saw the construction of many
replacement buildings in the area.
These buildings ranged from small-
scale infill developments to larger scale
commercial buildings.

Figure 34 - Late 19th Century
Building - No. 14 Denmark Street
Great

6.4.2 The majority of 19" Century
development in the area took place in
the latter part of the century and were
mainly small-scale redevelopments of
single or double 18" century plots with
a standard design.

6.4.3 Whilst, the 19" Century
introduced many changes into the area,
the height and proportion of the
buildings of this period varies little, from
the 18" Century development, with
most buildings being three to four
storey over basement. The period did
not introduce grander scale structures
as was the case in other parts of the
city. There was use of distinctive
materials such as bright red brick, sash
windows and decorative corbel details.
The structures often have the

Page 35



appearance of single houses and in
general, they are well integrated within
the 18" and early 19" Century
townscape. They tend to be standard
brick buildings with little embellishment
and this has resulted in a modest 19t
Century building character within the
Architectural Conservation Area.

Figure 35— Variety in building period
(19th-20th Century) and scale found
along Parnell Street

6.4.4 Other notable examples from this
period in the area include no’s. 14-16
Denmark Street Great, dating from
¢1900.

Figure 36 — No’s 98-99 Parnell Street
earlier 18th Century structures
refaced in the 19th Century

6.5 Early 20th Century Building
Character

6.5.1 There are a number of important
early to mid-20" Century structures
sited within the ACA, which contribute
to the special character of the area.
The building character during this
period became more simple in detail,
moving away from the more elaborate
and decorative character of buildings of
the mid to late 19" Century period.

Figure 37 - No. 44 North Great
Georges Street early 20th Century
infill structure with date stone for
1920

6.5.2 A notable infill example from this
period sited along North Great
George’s Street is no. 44 constructed in
1920 to replace Eccles Mansion. It is
presently in use as a HSE facility.
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Figure 38 - Rourke’s Bakery No. 138
Parnell Street mid-20th Century
structure

6.5.3 Another important example from
this period includes the small-scale infill
structure at No. 138 Parnell Street.
Formerly Rourke’s Bakery which
occupied an earlier four-storey terrace
structure, the front fagade was rebuilt in
the modernist style to the designs of the
architect Michael Scott, dating from
1943. The structure has a centralised
window feature, steel glazing bands
and bevelled stone surround and red
brick at upper levels. The shopfront has
however, since been altered. This
structure typifies the move away from
traditional form and design to modernist
styles, with a mix of art deco and
modernist detailing, including the use of

metal to the windows but also using the
vernacular materials such as red brick.

6.5.4 There are also important 20t
Century residential buildings in the ACA
constructed by the City Council, largely
to address the issue of poor housing
condition in the city during this period.
One notable example is the Alfie Byrne
House complex, part of which fronts
onto Hill Street and is constructed in the
modernist style.

Figure 39 - Alfie Byrne House corner

of Hill Street and Grenville Street
20th Century residential structure

6.6 Late 20th - Early 21st Century
Character

6.6.1 There was extensive demolition
recorded over the last decades of the
20" Century, although in some
instances facades were retained. This
has facilitated and resulted in a
considerable legacy of late 20" Century
and early 215t Century buildings. These
buildings are located throughout the
Architectural Conservation Area, with a
mix of commercial and institutional
buildings but mainly residential
structures.
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Figure 40 - Late 20th Century
rebuilding of no’s 29-34 with replica
18th Century style facade

6.6.2 As noted previously, a number of
existing buildings were demolished and
pastiche reconstructions developed
during this period.

Figure 41 - Junior House No. 7-9
Denmark Street Great mid-20th
Century replica structure

6.6.3 An earlier example of this practice
dating back to the mid twentieth

Century period, can be found on
Denmark Street Great adjacent to
Belvedere College. No’s 7-9 were
demolished and replaced by the
structure known as Junior House, which
was also erected as a replica of the
existing pattern and style of
development.

Figure 42 - No. 9-14 Science &
Technology Wing Denmark Street
Great early 215t Century structure

6.6.4 As well as many smaller scale
structures of some interest, this period
has left a legacy of some of the largest,
most prominent structures in the area.
On a larger scale and occupying the
extensive and prominent corner site of
Denmark Street Great and Temple
Street is the Belvedere College Science
& Technology Wing which dates to
2004. It presents a strong horizontal
emphasis that has a decisive and
definitive impact on this part of the
street, dominating the surrounding area
and contrasting strongly with the
historic built form.

Page 38



6.6.5 Also dating to the early 21%
Century, is the O’Reilly Theatre block
on Temple St. It presents a recessed
ground floor and red brick curtain wall
to the streetscape.

Figure 43 - O’Reilly Theatre building
Temple Street early 21st Century
structure with brick curtain wall to
streetscape elevation

6.6.6 Within the ACA, there are a
number of smaller scale, late 20"
Century and early 21t Century
buildings, many of which are sited along
Hill Street. These recent developments
include a range of small office and
residential structures. They vary in style
and finish and generally occupy one or
two plots but can extend up to 5-6 plots.
Heights vary and are up to five storeys.
These structures are of varying quality
and some do not relate well in terms of
detailed design, materials and
proportions. The poor detailing is
particularly notable on Hill Street where
poor finishes and extended vehicular
accesses at ground level has in some

instances resulted in a lack of vibrancy
at street level.

’ i
Figure 44 - Late 20th early 21st
Century streetscape, lacking vertical
rhythm or coherent townscape — Hill
Street

6.6.7 One of the 20" Century smaller
scale and more eclectic structures is
that of the National League of the Blind,
also sited on Hill Street. The lack of
windows opes at ground floor however,
presents a lack of engagement to the
streetscape.

Figure 45 - Early 21st Century-
National League of the Blind, Hill
Street
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7.0 CHARACTER
APPRAISAL - BUILDING
FEATURES

7.1 Introduction

7.1.1 Other features and details in the
townscape also contribute to a sense of
local distinctiveness. These can range
from items such as boundary
treatments to signage. Individually and
collectively they contribute to the overall
qguality of the streetscape as well as
enhancing individual areas of character
within the City.

7.1.2 The effect of incremental, small-
scale change within an ACA can have
serious detrimental impact to the
historic character, particularly when it
involves the loss of key architectural
features such as windows and doors,
chimneys, roof covering etc.

7.2 Doors & Entrances
7.2.1 The focus of the main facade of

most buildings is the front door and
surround. These vary in form

throughout the Architectural
Conservation Area. Doors are often
replaced needlessly and

inappropriately, resulting in a loss of the
character to the area when repair and
retention is feasible and desirable. The
type of door can often be a clue to the
original age of a property.

7.2.2 Door design is varied, the historic
form being largely timber panelled and
often moulded. The historic door and
entrance structure often have a
transom light or fanlight above and are
positioned  within  either pilaster
surrounds, plain brickwork or stucco
reveals.

7.2.3 The variety in the townscape is
clearly visible in the range of detailing to

doors and doorcases. There are many
fine are surviving examples of 18%
Century houses with stone doorcase,
typical of the period.

Figure 46 - No 46 North Great
Georges Street — elaborate fanlight
and sidelights to 18th Century
townhouse

7.2.4 The fanlight is also an entrance
feature characteristic of the ACA, and
are many fine examples in the ACA
particularly along North Great Georges
Street.
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Figure 47 — No. 6 Denmark Street
Great — splayed granite stepped
entrance to 18th Century townhouse

7.2.5 The steps leading to the front
entrance doors are also a characteristic
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of part of the Architectural Conservation
Area, often using large stone granite
slabs. The original structure of
thresholds, platforms, railings,
bootscrapers have been retained
adjacent to a small number of doorways
noticeably along North Great Georges
Street.

:&vﬁa

Figure 48 — No. 41 North Great
Georges Street entrance doorway
with sidelights, fanlight & iron gates

7.2.6 Door furniture refers to items such
as handles, locks, escutcheons,
catches, hinges, letterboxes and
knockers. All of these features
contribute to the interest and
significance of historic doors. The door
case itself can include associated items
such as bell pulls or bell pushers,
lanterns and boot scrapers. Original
items should be retained wherever
possible.

7.2.7 EXxisting or replacement styles of
doors in the ACA very often do not
reflect the architectural style in which
they are set. In addition, the materials
used such as large plate glass with
aluminium surround or uPVC do not
protect or enhance the character of
ACA.

7.2.8 The introduction of modern
security features to the front of entrance
doors, such as roller box shutters or

wire mesh can seriously detract from
the character and appearance of the
Architectural Conservation Area.

7.3 Windows

7.3.1 When looking at a building there
are few features which are as important
to the character and appearance as
windows. Attractive, well-maintained,
historic windows contribute greatly to
the historic and architectural interest of
an area.

7.3.2 There is a varied or mixed window
form in the Architectural Conservation
Area. The traditional timber sash with
vertical opening is however, the
predominant historic window form. The
windows of many of the 18" and 19"
Century structures are recessed timber
sliding sashes, often set under soldier
course heads and over stone cills, with
elegant proportions following typical
hierarchy of the period, diminishing in
height above first floor level. There are
a many fine examples in the ACA.

7.3.3 However, replacement uPVC or
aluminium casement windows are
relatively common across the ACA.
The replacement of traditional windows
can have a seriously detrimental impact
on the character and appearance of the
area as a whole.
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Figure 49 — No. 134 Parnell Street
Inappropriate replacement upvc or
aluminium top hung windows at
upper floor levels — breaking the
vertical rhythm of the 19th Century
streetscape

7.4 Front Elevation — Materials &
Detailing

7.4.1 The materials used in the
construction of historic buildings within
the Architectural Conservation Area are
either, natural ones such as stone and
slate or traditionally manufactured ones
such as brick, stucco and glass. Their
original method of manufacture results
in a finish that is typical of traditional
building materials. The imperfections in
cylinder glass and folds or wrinkles in
hand made bricks, along with the
natural process of aging and
weathering, give the buildings their
authentic historic character that makes
the Architectural Conservation Area
special.

Figure 50 - No. 7 North Great
George’s Street — red and brown
brick frontages
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Figure 51 - Belvedere College — use
of stone to ground level frontage

7.4.2 The traditional materials used in
the North Great George's Street &
Environs ACA include:

e Brick — red, brown and yellow - the
most predominant building material
in the ACA.

e Stone — mostly granite but also
limestone and used as dressings to
buildings, steps, paving slabs and
coping stone to walls.

e Stucco - to building frontages,
gable walls also predominant in the
ACA.

e Lime (mortar and stucco).
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e Slate and lead to roofs.

e Painted timber to windows, doors
and shopfronts.

e Terracotta for ornamentation,
facing and chimney pots.

e Glass plain and coloured.

e Granite setts to street road and
kerb stones.

7.4.3 Some fine examples of stone
dressing and carving in the City can be
found within the ACA, notably
Belvedere College at no. 6 Denmark
Street Great of limestone, and modelled
on the architecture of the Venetian
Palaces, with impressive carved
detailing that includes cornices,
window, door surrounds and chimney
stacks.

7.4.4 There are notable and fine brick
facades including sections of the 18t
Century streetscape at North Great
George’s Street, Gardiner Place and
Denmark Street Great.

7.4.5 The ACA also includes works of
stucco ornamentation which was often
added to disguise failing brick facades,
significant examples include no’s 1-2
North Great George’s Street and no’s 1-
2 Denmark Street Great. There are
also notable individual works and motifs
which appear throughout and enhance
the character of the ACA such as the
plaques and medallions to facades at
no. 143 Parnell Street.

7.4.6 The 20™ Century witnessed the
introduction of new building materials
into the ACA. A mid-20" Century
example being the former Rourke’s
Bakery at no. 138 Parnell Street which
introduces steel glazing bands and
bevelled stone surround and is now an
important and integral part of the
streetscape.

7.4.7 The loss of specific decorative
building materials such as historic brick

detaiing can affect the overall
character of the ACA and is often the
unforeseen result of other works. In the
repair of existing materials, best

practice is required.
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Figure 52 - Decorative stucco panel
and quoins at corner of Parnell
Street & North Great George’s Street

7.5 Roofscape

7.5.1 The historic rooflines and their
chimneys are a distinctive feature of the
streetscape and, as such, make a
significant contribution to the historic
and architectural character and
appearance of the Architectural
Conservation Area.
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Fig 53 — North Great George’s Street
— Typical 18th Century terraced
roofscape — pitch roof concealed
behind uniform stone parapet

7.5.2 The late 18" Century houses in
the area have slated pitched roofs and
the skyline is filled with a multiplicity of
brick and rendered chimney stacks.
There remain a number of historic roof
forms. Their key features include: the
original plain pitched, hipped, double
pitched roofs, with ridge parallel to the
street and often set behind parapets
concealing much of the roof from view
thus minimising its impact on the scale
and proportions of the facade. The
original materials include slate and lead
and the original details include stucco/
brick cornices, eaves details, chimney
stacks and pots.

7.5.3 One of the most common roof
types in the ACA is the plain pitched
roof, which are mostly slate covered
and set behind a stone parapet level.
They are often contained by large brick
or stucco chimney stacks with clay pots.
Some notable examples are found on
Denmark Street Great and Gardiner
Place (no. 35), where the principal
building types of the 18" and early 19t
Century townhouses are centrally
located. Modifications to the roof profile
along these streets would disrupt the
unity of the group and the historic

roofscape and are, therefore, unlikely to
be acceptable.

Fig 54 — No. 14 Denmark Street Great
- 19th Century roofscape with hipped
end roof and brick chimney stack
with pots

7.5.4 Some 20th Century development
in the ACA is out of scale with the
adjoining townscape; such examples
are seen along Hill Street. There are
also a number of unsympathetic later
roof extensions and alterations
including telecommunications
equipment and roof plant which can
have a negative impact on the historic
character. Smaller scale alterations
such as building between chimney
stacks which removes their dominance
and their verticality; adding rooflights to
important  plains; adding clutter
including satellite dishes, aerials or
other structures can also have negative
impacts.

7.5.5 There are sections of particularly
good unaltered roofs such as North
Great George’s Street and Gardiner
Place. Therefore, great care needs to
be taken to ensure that alterations at
roof level (as with other architectural
elements), are carried out in a manner
which conform to the design of the
structure and others in the group/
terrace of which they are a part.
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7.6 Shopfronts

7.6.1 The character of a street is largely
determined by the design and detailing
of the individual buildings. The
shopfronts and signage, therefore, play
an important role in the streetscape of
commercial streets in the ACA and in
particular on Parnell Street and
Denmark Street Great.

7.6.2 The character of these streets is
defined by a variety in shopfront styles,
which provides a vitality to the area.
Historic shopfronts and well-designed
contemporary ones, are of great
importance in contributing to the
character and appearance of both
individual buildings and the
Architectural Conservation Area as a
whole. The quality of the shopfronts in
the ACA is varied, many are not
original, whilst some structures have
retained original surrounds but have
poor quality materials or detailing to
their frames. The character of individual
buildings and the wider architectural
conservation area can be negatively
impacted by inappropriate alterations
and insensitive shopfront design.

Figure 55 - Traditional shopfront
elements

7.6.3 The traditional shopfront is often
set within the framework of classical
elements of pilasters, timber columns
and a frieze incorporating a narrow
fascia, usually topped by cornice,
console brackets, stallrisers, terrazzo
entrance floors, recessed doors as well
as other historic details characteristic of

historic frontages, such as steps, signs,
blinds, letter boxes etc.. The materials
used in traditional shopfronts were
usually wood, brick, stone and
occasionally iron work.

Figure 56 - No’s 20-21 Denmark
Street Great - A fine 19th Century
timber shopfronts which are shown
on photo from the Lawrence
Collection of the street in a late 18th
Century structure

7.6.4 A number of good quality historic
shopfronts survive in the ACA, although
these often have been the subject of
repair. These include a number of fine
19" and early 20" Century examples
often with carved details in both timber
and stone, such as no’s 20-21 Denmark
Street Great and are embellished with
carved brackets and cornices. These
historic timber shop frontages are of
historic and architectural interest and
make a strong contribution to the
special character and appearance of
the ACA.

7.6.5 There are a quite a number of
modern shopfronts throughout the
area, of varying quality. There are a
number of contemporary shopfronts
that are of good quality, designed and
detailed to form an integral part of the
building. There are some however, that
are poorly designed.
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7.7 Signage & Advertising

7.7.1 There are many retail and
commercial uses in the ACA. These
uses have resulted in the provision of
commercial signage. Outdoor
advertising is an important feature in
the street scene. As well as having the
practical  purpose of  providing
information about businesses, goods,
events and other matters, its presence
is often a great influence on the
appearance of a street as seen by the
passer-by.

7.7.2 There are examples of historic
commercial signage remaining in the
ACA. However, the ACA has been
subject to a proliferation of new signage
and forms of advertising in recent times,
in particular, along Parnell Street.
Much of this has been unauthorised
and thus uncontrolled. It represents a
feature which seriously detracts from
the special historic character of the
ACA.

7.7.3 The number of signs and their
cumulative effect and the overall design
of individual advertisements (their size,
material, illumination etc.) are all
important factors in the impact of
advertising on the character of the
Architectural Conservation Area.

7.7.4 The fascia is also an important
focal part of the shopfront. There are
examples of well-maintained historic
fascia signs throughout the ACA.
However, oversized fascia signs can
break the continuity of the visual line of
a string course and obscure
architectural details such as cornices or
corbels. Therefore, its depth, style,

length and proportion should be
appropriate to the structure and those
surrounding. It should not be used to
link buildings of different architectural
identities.
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8.0 PUBLIC REALM

8.1 Introduction

8.1.1 The North Great George’s Street
& Environs ACA and the buildings
therein are often considered to be the
main component of the physical
environment but they are not the
singular feature and it is often the other
components, such as the public realm,
that shape the environment. Map 5,
Appendix 3 shows features of interest
in the public realm.

Figure 57 - Urban street trees - North
Great Georges Street south end

8.2 Trees

8.2.1 Trees make a very important
contribution to the character and
appearance of the Architectural
Conservation Area, they have a
softening effect on the solid
architecture. They have other qualities
including screening traffi